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The Gwinnett Online Campus (GOC) is a part of Gwinnett 
County Public Schools, which is in suburban Atlanta and 
is the state’s largest district with nearly 180,000 students. 
GOC serves more than 4,000 students with its full-time 
online high school and supplemental course offerings.

SCHOOL  
PROFILE

Gwinnett 
Online Campus 
Online program of a large 
public school district
Full-time and supplemental 
online courses

Gwinnett County Public Schools
Suburban Atlanta

GRADE LEVELS SERVED:  
4–12 

NUMBER OF STUDENTS  
SERVED: 500+ full-time online 
students and 4,000+ students 
served with online and blended 
courses

Gwinnett Online Campus (GOC) is among the oldest large-district 
online schools in the United States. GOC is a part of Gwinnett 
County Public Schools (GCPS), the state’s largest school district, 
which serves nearly 180,000 students. Located in north central 
Georgia, the district prides itself on high student achievement; 
according to state report card data, GCPS’ overall academic 
performance is higher than 86% of other districts in the state.1 
GCPS has a relatively high four-year graduation rate (80.9%), 
slightly above the state average which has been on the rise 
for the past five years. The GCPS student body is 32% Black or 
African American, 30% Hispanic, 24% White or Caucasian, 10% 
Pacific Islander, and 4% who identify as Other. The district has a 

55% FRL rate and 12% of students with disabilities who participate in the district’s Special Education program. 
Gwinnett as a district has a student body made up of 17% English Language Learners.2

Blending Modalities to Support Student Learners

As it has grown in the number of students served since its inception in 2009, the Gwinnett Online Campus 
model has evolved. In its early stages, the online school primarily focused on summer school or credit 
recovery programming. GCPS students took their recovery classes during a set school period during their 
regular school day, with the support of a home campus teacher.

Today, Gwinnett Online Campus is a full time, diploma-granting high school in the GCPS system, offering a 
flexible learning environment for students in grades 4–12. In this capacity, it operates as a school of choice 
within GCPS; any student in Gwinnett County can choose to attend GOC. As a fulltime school operating since 
2010, GOC serves approximately 500 students from across the county.3

However, Gwinnett is unique as an online school in that it also delivers curriculum and courses that are 
available to all Gwinnett County Public School students. In fact, GOC’s supplemental course model predates 
its fulltime model by one year, having gotten its start in 2009. These courses can help students access 
courses that are not offered at their school or allow them to still take classes that conflict with their face-
to-face schedule. For example, if Latin is not offered at a student’s school or is offered at the same time as 
their required Math course, they can opt to take it through GOC. Students can take courses for the purposes 

1  Georgia Department of Education. School Grades: Gwinnett County Public Schools. 2018. Retrieved from https://schoolgrades.georgia.gov/
gwinnett-county.

2  Ibid. 

3  Interview with Ms. Dale Wade, Media & Communications Coordinator, Gwinnett Online Campus. 07/10/2018. 
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of credit recovery, graduation acceleration, or simply enrichment; students can replace up to five of their 
traditional, face-to-face classes with courses from GOC. GOC’s summer school program serves over 1700 
GCPS students each year.

The GOC curriculum has won several accolades for the rigor, alignment, and engagement of the digital 
learning experience provided to students. All activities in the 179 courses developed by Gwinnett Online 
Campus are created by highly qualified, fully licensed teachers in the state of Georgia and are hosted in the 
Brightspace/D2L Learning Management System. The program aligns with the GCPS academic calendar and 
the Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS) standards, allowing for a seamless transition for students both 
into and out of the online learning space. The Gwinnett Online Campus Course Catalog has expanded to 
include secondary courses, middle grades courses, and upper elementary courses. Each year the number 
of students taking digital courses with GOC has increased; as a result, Gwinnett Online Campus has been 
one of the largest and most successful district-level supplemental online programs in the United States for 
several years. However, Gwinnett Online Campus partners and problem-solves with their district schools in 
innovative ways that go well beyond simply offering online classes.

District Partnerships - Blended Opportunities

Gwinnett Online Campus has become a valuable asset to school leaders across the district. Their outreach 
and partnership with other district schools includes their support of the Gear Up program, an initiative aimed 
at 8th graders in Title I schools who are currently not on track to graduate. GOC allows them to take a class 
that is required for graduation, and enter 9th grade on track - or even ahead.

GOC also works with the International Transition Center (ITC), supporting recently arrived EL students that 
may have never been in a formal school setting or who for other reasons are not ready for general ESL 
classes. The district works with these students to continue their education in other content areas, particularly 
in math, as students are acquiring instructional language. For example, GOC works to deliver their online 
Algebra I with targeted translation; students are learning math in their home language, but are also getting 
English Language exposure through the digital curriculum.

The Gwinnett Online Campus faculty is proud of their work supporting students at the Gwinnett Intervention 
Education (GIVE) Centers; these schools serve students who have been remanded to an alternative program 
because of a disciplinary panel. GOC’s work with GIVE Centers has helped lower the dropout and truancy 
rates at these centers by helping students stay on track for graduation as they work through online courses. 
GOC also serves the district’s homebound students, those who are critically ill or have a long term health 
issue that prevents them from attending regular classes.

The program that is closest to GOC’s heart, however, is the Graduate Gwinnett Program. Open to Gwinnett 
County residents who have dropped out of school with five or fewer credits remaining for graduation, the 
Graduate Gwinnett learning model offers flexibility for students to complete the required coursework for 
graduation. After an initial orientation, students complete one online course at a time during a 20–day 
session; teacher support is provided in either virtual or on-campus or virtual sessions. Ms. Dale Wade, 
Director of Media and Communication for GOC, explains that this program is making a huge difference in the 
lives of students who had to leave a traditional school setting due to a variety of unique circumstances. “It is 
truly the highlight of our teachers’ year to see the pride on those families’ faces at the graduation ceremony. 
A lot of times these students thought their road had ended - and it hadn’t.” Since the creation of this program 
in 2015, GOC has graduated over 200 students.
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Beginning fall of 2017, GOC collaborated with a GCPS elementary schools to develop a 4th and 5th grade 
blended classroom environment. In this model, both face-to-face and online instruction using full digital 
content takes place each day. Students receive language arts and math instruction from a homeroom 
teacher, while GOC online teachers deliver social studies and science classes. “Data from these two 
classrooms shows tremendous promise for the transformation of instruction,” says Dr. Ginger O’Neal, 
assistant principal at GOC. “In 2017–2018, students scored higher in all subject areas in both classrooms 
on district and state assessments.” The goal of this model is for the classroom teachers to gain the online 
teaching skills needed to utilize full digital content in at least two subject areas. After a two-year mentorship 
with GOC online teachers, the classroom teacher becomes the instructor for all core subject areas in the 
blended environment. Over the years, Gwinnett Online Campus has become something of a “think tank” for 
the district, helping GCPS find situations that support creative solutions for students as opposed to barriers.

Gwinnett Online Campus Experience

The GOC student experience is highly interactive and collaborative as students have multiple opportunities 
to engage with teachers and classmates on a regular basis. “Our goal at Gwinnett Online Campus is to 
provide a dynamic learning experience for our students,” says Dr. Christopher Ray, the Principal. “At Gwinnett 
Online Campus, students receive the 21st century skills they need to be successful in future endeavors.”4 
During the first two weeks of August, a face-to-face orientation session is held on campus for elementary, 
middle, and high school students and parents. During this time, students meet their teachers and their fellow 
students, participating in team-building activities as they also learn how to access courses and navigate the 
learning management system.

One component of the GOC student experience that sets it apart are the weekly Learning Labs provided 
for students in grades 4–8. These face-to-face learning sessions are conducted in high-tech classrooms, 
complete with SMART technologies, live video streaming and interactivity, and a fully immersive learning 
experience for students both on campus and virtually from another location. Like the Learning Labs, 
students in grades 9–12 have CORE Labs one day per week where they can meet directly with teachers to 
receive support.

As a diploma-granting high school, GOC requires its students to complete all of the same assessments 
and graduation requirements as all other GCPS students. However, GOC students work on their online 
coursework on a schedule that best suits the needs of the learner and family; students can also login from 
home to join the live class or tutoring sessions. All state assessments and final exams are taken on campus 
in proctored settings.

The expectations are high at GOC and are spelled out for students and families during the August 
Orientation Days. Students are expected to maintain a certain level of academic performance throughout 
their time at GOC. The importance of communication is emphasized as well; for example, teachers are 
assigned a cell phone and regularly communicate with their students and families via text, email, phone call, 
or through videoconferencing tools such as Adobe Connect.

4  Gwinnett Online Campus Website. Program History and Description. Retrieved from https://www.gwinnettonlinecampus.com/programs/full_time
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In addition to the engaging learning opportunities at GOC, an active Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) and 
Student Leadership Team (SLT) provide numerous social opportunities throughout the year, including a Talent 
Show, Dinner Theater, Musical Productions, Festivals, peer-mentoring programs, and service opportunities.

GOC By the Numbers 
The Gwinnett Online Campus has a core value of continuous improvement, which is evident when looking 
at their growth over time. In SY 2016–2017, Gwinnett Online Campus served a student population of 445 
students; of these, 54% reported as White or Caucasian, 23% as Black, 14% as Hispanic/Latino, 5% as Asian, 
and 4% as Multiracial or Other. Approximately one in every 10 students attending Gwinnett Online Campus 
has an IEP, and 11% of its students served qualify for the Free or Reduced Lunch program. The school boasts 
an Attendance Rate for SY 2018–2019 of 98%. Other noteworthy numbers that help describe GOC’s impact 
in its home district:

• The GOC supplemental course program served 3,719 GCPS students who collectively completed 5,673 
online classes

• The supplemental program reached students across 16 GCPS middle schools and 20 GCPS high schools 

• The Graduate Gwinnett program helped 51 students recover credits and complete graduation requirements

• New GOC Centers opened at three new locations: GIVE Center East, GIVE Center West, and Central 
Gwinnett High School

• Using their new Digital Production Studio, GOC teachers created 150 original videos to support online 
instruction

• Gwinnett Online Campus’s overall performance across grade levels is higher than 66% of schools in the state

• GOC’s high school students’ academic growth is higher than 84% of high schools in the state and higher than 
the surrounding district.

• Of GOC 8th grade students tested, 93% are reading at or above the grade level target.

• Gwinnett Online Campus is a designated “Beating the Odds” School, meaning that it performs better than 
similar schools given its demographics.5

5  The Governor’s Office of Student Achievement. Georgia School Grades Reports. 2017. Retrieved from https://schoolgrades.georgia.gov/gwinnett-
online-campus
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