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Beauregard Parish School Board is a district in western 
Louisiana using technology-rich learning to achieve 
excellence in a high-poverty, rural area with high rates of 
student mobility.
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DeRidder, Louisiana

GRADE LEVELS SERVED:  
K–12 in 13 schools

NUMBER OF STUDENTS  
SERVED: 6,000

Beauregard Parish School Board serves students in a region of 
history, bayous, and a rich legacy that blends both Western and 
Southern traditions. The district headquarters is in DeRidder, 
Louisiana in the western part of the state, near the Texas state 
line. Beauregard, which is classified by the National Center for 
Education Statistics as a distant rural district, serves just under 
6,000 students in 13 schools. Due to the proximity of Fort Polk 
Military Base in nearby Vernon Parish, the school district faces a 
high mobility rate of students into and out of the area. The schools 
must also accommodate the needs of students from a wide array 

of previous educational experience. “Students may be from other states, other learning models, or have 
holes in their pathway to Louisiana graduation,” says Ms. Dana Frusha Daughety, Director of Instructional 
Technology for Beauregard. Eight of the district’s 13 schools receive Title I support and funding: K. R. 
Hanchey Elementary, Carver Elementary, Pine Wood Elementary, East Beauregard Elementary, Singer High 
School, Merryville High School, and South Beauregard Elementary.

Purposeful Leveraging of Instructional Technology
The technology-rich setting in which Beauregard is educating their students is the result of careful planning 
and intentional design on the part of the district. The implementation of instructional technology is part of 
the district-level strategy for addressing Title I needs; computer labs are utilized at each Title 1 School. The 
school uses Accelerated Reader and Study Island to prescribe instruction based on student needs. These 
lessons can be assigned to the student to be completed in class, making differentiation much easier, but 
teachers can also use parts of the digital content to blend their own classrooms. Because the curriculum 
is broken down by standards, teachers have immediate feedback on which students need acceleration or 
remediation of specific content. The schools also use LEAP 360, a free short-cycle assessment instrument 
that is provided by the state, to measure students’ growth towards proficiency. 

The district’s online program, Beauregard Virtual, runs as a separate option for students who were not able 
to thrive in a traditional setting, who might need a flexible schedule due to workforce entry to support their 
family, or who cannot be on campus due to disciplinary or behavioral issues. However, the supplemental 
courses can also be used with traditional students to expand course access options. The Beauregard 
Virtual model allows the district to accommodate these diverse needs yet allows students to remain part of 
their learning community and to stay engaged and connected with their learning community. It also offers a 
degree of flexibility that is needed in Beauregard Parish School Board. For example, a student that transfers 
in during high school may have one year of Latin as their foreign language. Since students need two full 
years of the same language for high school graduation, the district is able to accommodate them without 
relying on finding a Latin teacher for that one particular child or class. 
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Beauregard Parish School Board (cont.)

Ms. Daughety credits Edmentum’s ExactPath program as being very successful with Beauregard’s special 
education population; the program debuted in SY 2017–18 with grades 1–8. The combination of diagnostic 
testing and an individualized learning pathway means that students work on making progress towards a 
maximum of four academic goals at a time. This makes it easy to develop and track IEP goals and gives the 
students and teachers real data to share with families. “The buy-in is bigger,” states Ms. Daugherty. “Students 
know what they are doing and why.” Parent response has been excellent, so much so that the district will be 
expanding their use of ExactPath to include remediate needs in their afterschool program in the coming year. 

Career and College Readiness
At the high school level, the instructional focus is on postsecondary preparedness. The district uses ACT 
WorkKeys, a job skills assessment system that helps compare a learner’s skills to those required in the 
workforce; as part of their curriculum. Students in 11th grade take an ACT WorkKeys-aligned assessment, and 
then, based on the results, get an individualized work path for the pathway in which they choose to focus. 
In Louisiana, 25% of a district’s accountability rating is based on this measure. All Beauregard students 
take the ACT WorkKeys assessment in spring of their junior year. The digital coursework is supplemented 
by hands-on training wherever possible, so that students leave the district upon graduation with industry-
recognized credentials already under their belts. 

A large part of Beauregard’s successful use of instructional technology is the support that Ms. Daughety 
offers to the parish schools. The professional learning is part program set-up and part training for the 
teaching staff in how to use and interpret the data that is available to them. Ms. Daughety travels to schools 
based on their training needs and initiatives to offer data analysis and instructional support as needed. 
She notes that there are very different demographics and focus areas depending on where she is in the 
district. Some Beauregard schools are highly rural, while others are very small. Each has its own unique 
set of challenges. One change that Ms. Daughety has noted is a greater call for the very targeted training 
of teachers even after program implementation to help guide instruction and investment in the work. Most 
schools set aside in-service days for training at start of each semester, for example, on accelerated use of 
Google Classroom and Edmentum.

Beauregard Parish School Board has a reputation for excellent outcomes that is making a difference in the 
lives of students. In SY 2016– 17, Beauregard Parish had a 94.7% graduation rate, according to school officials, 
one of only 20 districts in the state to achieve a graduation rate of over 90%. “This is the twelfth year that 
the state has issued graduation rate data,” said Cooley, “and Beauregard Parish has been among the top 
ten school districts in the state each of the twelve years. In addition, we have maintained a graduation rate 
above 90 percent for five consecutive years.”1 The school district has also maintained a B average on the 
state school report card accountability system, showing gains in the ACT indicator for SY 2016–17. “Our 
dramatic increase in the ACT Index Assessment stands out in our scores this year,” explained Cooley. “We 
attribute the ncrease in part to the success that our students showed on the WorkKeys exam offered in our 
schools for the first time last school year.”2

1  Beauregard Parish School Board. 2017. Retrieved from http://www.beau.k12.la.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1189707/File/Announcements/2017-18/
Accountability%20-%20DPS%20and%20SPS%2017.pdf

2  Ifland, K. 2017. Beauregard maintains ‘B,’ increases point total in state accountability. Beauregard Daily News. Retrieved from http://www.
beauregarddailynews.net/news/20171107/beauregard-maintains-bincreases-point-total-in-state-accountability


